The Afrotropical species of the jumping spider genus Festucula Simon, 1901 are revised. The genus now contains eight species.
INTRODUCTION
The genus Festucula has an Afrotropical distribution, except for F. vermiformis Simon, genus has a strong association with grasses and displays several co-evolved, adaptive brown longitudinal bands along the carapace and abdomen, all of which aid crypsis in grasses. It seems that evolutionary selection for these adaptive traits has been strong in grasslands as they have independently evolved in several other unrelated spider genera typically found in habitats dominated by graminoids, This work is based on material deposited in museums in South Africa and Europe. Specimens for this study were borrowed from the following museums (curators in ISEA -Institute of Systematics and Ecology of Animals, Novosibirsk, Russia (G.N.
NCA
-National Collection of Arachnida, Plant Protection Research Institute, A total of 287 specimens were examined. Specimens were studied in ethanol and their coloration refers to that of preserved specimens. All drawings were made with the aid of a reticular eyepiece attached to an MBS-10 stereomicroscope. Digital images were taken with an Olympus SZX16 with attached Olympus E-520 camera and Zeiss material was mounted using adhesive and dried for two days.
The drawings were edited in Adobe Photoshop. Left palps were illustrated except for [33] [34] , where the right palps were mirrored. If locality coordinates were not provided on data labels or were not available in the institutional databases,
The following abbreviations are used in this paper: AG -accessory glands ALE -anterior lateral eyes AME -anterior median eyes Fm -femur LTA -lateral tibial apophysis Mt -metatarsus PME -posterior median eyes PLE -posterior lateral eyes 'E, sweeping, tall grass, 17.vi.1983 'E, sweeping, tall grass, 17.vi. , A. van den Berg, T. c. 25°55'S 27°54'E, grass, 4.v.1980 Coloration behind AME, with two lateral yellow bands covered with white adpressed hairs. Clypeus Spinnerets brown. Legs I long and robust, yellow-brown. Femora I yellow ventrally, yellow-brown dorsally. Tibiae I dark brown distally. Metatarsi and tarsi dark brown. Comments: We attempted to locate the type specimen described from Dalaba, Guinea.
F. lineata. Yet, as we have failed to locate the type specimen, and because the original this name nomen dubium. This unresolved problem needs further attention.
